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PUBLIC  EiALTF  33P.lBvl.:i:iT, 
Victoria  Street, 

Blenkburn. 

26 til  September,  1941c 

Mr.  Ciiairnan,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  /iiinual  Report  upon  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  during  1940,  vfiiich,  like  that  for  1939?  4as 
been  confined  to  essential  matters . Bespite  Staff  shortage  and 
extra  duties  cntailGd  Civil  Defence,  nothing  of  a routine  liealth 
nature  has  been  neglected  and  the  v/ork  of  the  Departmer  '■  has 
functioned  smoothly.  That  this  is  so  is  due  to  the  loyalty  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  Staff  who  have,  without  exception,  surrendered  mucli 
of  their  "off  dut^U'  both  to  Departmental  and  Civil  Defence  work.  This 
they  have  done  chcG_ ..:ully  and  ungrudgingly.  In  fact,  far  from  having 
to  be  detailed  for  extra  duties  necessitated  by  staff  shortage  and 
existing  abnormal  conditions,  the^/'  have,  from  time  to  tine,  approached 
me  Vijith  rotas  dravm  up  by  themselves  to  meet  undue  pressure  of  work. 

I hereby  express  to  my  colleagues  my  sincere  thanks  for  their 
whole-hearted  c 0 - 0 p e r a t i 0 n . 

The  shortage  of  nurses  remains  acute  and  had  the 
incidence  of  iiifcctious  disease  been  high,  a large  proportion  of  the 
cases  could  not  have  been  received  into  Park  Lee  Hospital, 

To  you,  Mr.  Qiairiiicn,  Laoiies  and  Gentlemen,  I express  my 
great  appreciation  of  your  unfailing  help  in  the  present  somewhat 
difficult' tines*.  ■ 

; I;  an,'  Mr..  Giairman,  Ladies  and,  Gentlemen, 

V I 

Your  obedient  seryantB 


■ / 


i.i  : by  .-'. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1940 

.Arec.  ( in  Acres)  . = . .c.  ,„o  «,,  85O8O0 

Population  (Census^  193-)  » • •••  122^697. 

" (Estimated  middle  of  1940) (Civilian  population)  107^300. 


Number  of  inliabited  houses  (1931)  • • -> 

2'umbsrs  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (I93I) 
Hate able  Value  ...  . , . . . 0 ...  .00 

Sum  represented  by  c.  Penny  x'Lokte  000  o o • o 

Ha.te  in  the  £ (Lxcluding  Water)  1940-41  ... 

Gross  Lxpenditure  1 Health  Services  ... 
Incom.e  on  Health  Social  Services.  ...  ... 

Net  Expenditure  on  Health  Social  Services  . . 


32,696.  I 
33,815.  . 
:728,598. 

£2,750. 

14/6.  '■ 
£71,592- 
£26,098. 
£45,494. 


+ Subject  to  2-2-A  discount  for  early  payment. 

* Fnis  sum  does  not  include  any  money  received  through 
the  Bloc k Gr cji t o 


Live  Births  (Legitimate  1272)  M. 647)  Birth-Hate 

(Illegitimate  41)  F0646) 


la.O 


Number  of  \7omen  dying  in_,  or  in  consequence  of  j child  birth ^f rod 


Sepsis  ......  2 ) 1.47  ) per  1,000 

Other  causes  3 ^ 2.20  ) births  and  stillbirths. 


Still  Births  ...  ... 

Ha.te  per  1,000  total  births 
Be at ns  ...  ...  .. 


(M.945  ) 1854  Death-Rate 

(F.909  ) 


66 

48,5 

17.2 


Percentage  of  total  deaths  occuring  in  Public  Institutions  50*4 
Deaths  of  Infcnts  under  one  year  of  ago  per  1,000  live  births s- 


Logitima.to  . 
Illegitimate 
iVLl  Infants 


75.8 

121.9 

77.3 


Ljath  Rate  from  Measles  (cRl  ages) (4) 

" " '.Tnooping  Cough  (all  ages)  (5) 

" " Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age  ) (2) 

(per  1,000  births) 

" " Cncer  (all  ages) ,.(202) 
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HCU; 


CIRC  y_M  S T A N C a S, 

rnc  usu?.l  chcmicr.l  and  bacteriological  cxajninations  of 
sajirplos  of  v.'atcr  have  b:,on  carried  out,  and  the  results  on  the 
whole  have  been  good. 


;1NG 


Total  nunber  of  dwellinghouscs  inspected 


20331 


Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 


so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  humaji  habitation c » o . o o , « « « c o » o o o = o 


91 


Nunber  of  dv/ellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 


consecuence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 


Authority  <, 


1069 


Fro cee dings  under  3c c t ion 9 .i..  10?  and  I6,  of  the 
Housing  .-iCt.  19360 


(1)  Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  v/cre  seraed  requiring  repairs  000000, 


138 


(2)  Number  oi  dv/ellinghouses  v/hich  v/ero  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices » 

(a ) By  ov;ncr s .0,000000000000000000000000000 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners. 


93 

li 


Nne  shortage  of  both  building  material  and  of  labour  mentiorl 
in  last  year’s  Report  has  become  more  acute . This  has  resulted 
in  Housing  Act  Notices  being  less  comprehensive  end  drastic  uhan| 
in  previous  years,  and  has  also  prevented  the  non-speculative 
property  owner  from  investing  each  year,  as  has  been  his  custom 
in  the  past,  a percentage  of  liis  rent  roll  in  renovation  and 
mainten.once  works.  In  consequence  many  dwellings  in  the  Boroug| 
which  by  reason  of  senescence  or  other  causes  had  boon,  pre-war, | 
included  in  "long  term"  clearance  areas  are  rapidly  1 veiling  a 
state  which  qualifies  them  for  early  clearance.  V^hiist  clearaxi 
of  such  property  will  not  be  deplored  it  is  unfortunate  that  maxj 
pr'.veously  vmll-  r intained  properties  possessing  a reasonable 
exp.,ctauion  of  life,  .are  falling  into  disrepair  through  causes 
ouoside  thj  control  of  either  landlord  or  tenant. 

Nin^  individual  houacs  v/erc  de'‘.lt  with  under  Section  11  of 
.•;ousir.;  Ac'c,  1936.  l.vo  of  them  have  b-.en,  or  are  now  being, 
r .condiaion^d,  f''jur  have  been  closed,  and  action  h.as  been  c fcr:| 
in  roe 


iil 


:t  af  the  romaining  thr^c. 


(5) 


War  conditions  have  led  to  a slowing  dov/n  of  houL..ng 
activity.  V/ith  the  exception  of  23  houses  demolished  in 
completion  of  previous  Clearance  Orders  no  action  has  been  taken 
in  the  slum  clearance  programme. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Actsg 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  , . , . 115 

(2)  Number  of  dvrellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 


(a)  By  ovmers  c 85 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  ovmers , 5 

NaiS.-iNCES  BEnLT  WITH; 

Dv/ellinghouses . 17^9  Drains  174 

Bakehouses  179  Water  Closets  I38 

Dairies j Cowsheds  Pail  Closets  2 

& ICilkshopSo  10  Offensive  Trades  52 

Ice  Cream  Common  Lodging  Houses  22 

Manufacturers  112  Other  premises  dc , 4l8 

Workshops , I6 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
was  245844. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  action  was  pending  or  v/ork  actually 
in  progress  in  respect  of  premises  upon  the  owners  of  which 
informal  (201)  and  formal  (61)  notices  had  been  served. 

The  number  of  offensive  trades  in  the  Borough. is  the 
same  as  last  year  (25)  » These  trades  are  v/ell  conducted  but 
in  vie'w  of  the  nature  of  the  material  which  they  process  and  the 
increased  need  of  their  products  they  give  cause  to  growing 
complaint.  One  in  particular  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
controversy  although  no  action  against  it  is  Justified  at  the 
moment , 

POOD  SUPPLY  ^ u 
LIILK , Cne  Inandred  'and  fifty  one  samples  were  submitted  to  the 

Public  -.nalyst  for  examinationj  of  which  7 were  found  not  to  be 
- genuine.  In  addition  IOO9  samples  were  examined  for  the 


mposition  of  samples  of  milk  vi/as  3 *80%  of 


presence  of  dirt. 
The  average  c 


(6) 


fat  and  8*90%  of  other  solids. 

The  Clean  I.Iilk  Competition  again  attracted  a large  number 
of  entries.  Samples  submitted  to  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination  indicated  satisfactory  methods  of  productio^y  and 
visits  paid  to  farm  premises  proved  the  increasing  care  and 
attention  to  detail  which  the  farmers  are  paying  to  milk 
production o . 

OTHER  FOOTS: 

Two  hundred  and  seven  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs 
v/ere  sent  for  analysis  and  l6  were  found  to  be  adulterated, 
.-appropriate  steps  were  taken  in  each  of  the  latter-  "ases . 

I.EE.T  AIT)  FISH; 

(a)  Cattle  liarket, 

■ ' .1 

Approximate  nuruber  of  animals  exposed  for  sales- 
4866  Cattle,  11011  Sheep,  3031  Calves,  6/46  Pigs.  ; 

(b)  Public  abattoir . 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  75084,  and  was 
made  up  as  follows 

Beasts  6632,  Sheep  6ll?2 . Calves  2435?  Pigs  4840,  )ats  5* 
One  thousand  three  hundrec.  and  tv;enty  nine  animals  showed 
signs  of  tuberculosis,  and  152  carcases  were  totally 
rejected.  Three  hundred  and  eighty  eight  carcases 
v/ere  rejected  ler  diseases  dc . other  than  tuberculosis. 

(c)  Other  Fo od stuffs 

Rejects  included  fish  (I88  boxes  and  215‘^  lbs.  loose), 
rabbits  (49’4)  , tinned  meat  (97)  various  quantities 
of  fruit,  canned  goods  .5:c . 

(d)  Visits  . 


r"our  thous'.nd  seven  hundred  and  four  visits  were  paid  to 
butchers'  shops,  dc , , dui  ing  the  ye:.r. 
lEIZEPt  d FEEDIhC  3 TURPS . 

Tv.v, ive  saraplec  v/ere  taken 5 which  did  not  conform 
e the  Ot  tJto’-y  Statement,  ?-.ppropriate  steps  were  taken 


in  the  five  latter  cases- 

ICE  CREAIiI, 

Seven  hundre-  and  sixty  nine  visits  were  paid  in 
connection  with  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  Ice  Cream  Competition  again  proved  very  successful^ 
and  attracted  a lahge  nuluber  of  competitors  t-  Although  the 
majority  of  the  samples  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory 
there  was  a marked  decline  in  nutritive  values  due  to  the 
impossibility  of  including  such  ingredients  as  eggs,  butter, 
etc.,  in  the  mix;  Once  more  an  all  round  improvement  v/as 
Moted  in  the  m.ethods  employed,  and  in  the  standard  of 
equipment  provided. 

FOOD  3c  DRUGS  ACT,  1918. 

D’oring  the  yeah  1423  vi,3its  were  paid  to  food  p'  paring 
premises c Generally  speaking  both  the  premises  and  methods 
employed  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  19^1  +he  majorit:^  of  premises  subject  to  registration 
under  the  above  Act  have  been , registered . In  a few  instances 
registration  is  being  held  up  pending  provision  of  such  facilities 
as  the  installauion  of  hot  water  plsjit,  washing  facilities, 
sterilising  equipment,  etc- 

I i:  F £ C T I 0 U g DISEASES  . 

iA.CCIF^TICX 

Of  the  1293  births  registered,  293  children  only  were 
successfully  vaccinated.  Tie  number  of  exemptions  was  85l■^ 

CGSPCHr'.iTc::  hospital  . 

Tt.'O  hundred  and  fifteen  cases,  of  infectious  disease  were 
removed  no  rlospital-  There  7/ere  1.1  deaths.  The  ave'.'age  number 
of  hospital  patienu-days  wl^  33,  and  the  average  nurn.nr  of  beds 


p./^  -'Tp.  c:  1 C 7 

. w _ II  cio  — ^ ’ — - 

In  addition  to  the  above,  9-  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 


jated,  of*  whic-,  mamber  2^  died 


<.✓  h- 


(8) 

One  thousand  four  hundred  ant  ninety  specimens  were  examined 
at  the  Hospital  laboratory. 

.-.11  cases  (65)  of  Diphtheria  notified  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  The  disease  was  of  fairly  severe  type,  giving  a 
a.crtality  rate  of  5*33  cent.  Speaking  generally  the  patients 
had  received  adequate  antitoxin  treatment  prior  to  Hospitalisation. 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  were,  on  the  whole,  of  mild  type.  Of 
92  cases  notified  58  ( 60  per  cent)  virere  removed  to  hospital. 
Practically  all  removals  were  in  respect  of  persons  whose  l^me 
circuL’.stances  did  not  permit  efficient  isolation  and/or  nu  \iing  care. 

24  cases  v/ere  admitted  as  CerebrO'-Spinal  Fever.  Six  of 
these  proved  to  be  other  diseases  including  one  of  Streptococcail 
heninmitis  which  recovr  1.  The  routine  treatment  with  both 
Meningococcal  .antitoxin  and  Sulphanilainide  £.s  used  for  the  last 
two  years  has  been  continued  with  a result  of  2 deaths  among  I8 
pro  ed  cases,  equal  to  a death-race  of  11  per  cent. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES CORPORATION  HOSPITAL 


Disease 

1 

Total  cases  1 
1 
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PREVENTION  OF  DIPHTHERIA  & SCARLET  FEVER 

Twenty-five  Scliool  children  and  tv;enty-three  pre-school 
children  received  An t i - D i pht he r i a treatment.  Alum  precipitated 
toxoid  (3.T7. ) was  employed  in  the  case  of  those  under  10  years 
of  age,  and  those  in  the  104  age  group  received  toxoid-antitoxin 
floccules  (3.W.) 

Nine  persons  were  tested  for  Scarlet  Fever  susceptibility, 

C-ENERAL 

A total  of  1367  cases  of  Measles  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  by  formal  notification  or  otherwise 
during  the  year.  Although  measles,  serum  is  not  used  in  the 
3orough,  immune  globulin  is  available  for  general  practitioners 
and  is  employed  at  the  Hospital  to  prevent  ward  cross-infection. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  (91  Pulmonary  and  14 
non-pulmonary ) were  notified  during  the  3?'ear, 

There  were  74  (71  pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary)  deaths 

in  1940 , 

Medical  prac  itioners  referred  294  cases  to  the  Dispensary 
for  examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  who  also  held  759 
consultations  with  private  practitioners.  Dispensary  attendances 
numbered  2426;  745  X-ray  and  673  3acteriological  examinations 

were  made.  Ninety-six  Contacts  were  investigated  at  the 
Dispensar"',  making  203  visits  for  the  purpose. 

The  nurse  made  2327  Visits  to  homes  of  patients, 

In-Patient  arrangements  have  been  fully  described  in 
previous  reports.  The  use  made  of  available  facilities  for 
pulmonary'  case-s  was  Me3,thop  11,  cases  adiait ted' with  one  death  and 
ten  discharges,  Delamere  3 cases  (l  death,  2 discharged),  and 
rhe  Corporation  Hospital  92  cases  (64  discharges,  27  deaths). 

In  addition,  L cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  virerc  admitted 
to,  2 were  discharged  from7  and  2 died  at  the  Corporation  Hospital. 


(10) 


Four  Cc-ses  receivec’.  trea-tincnt  at  the  Robert  Jones  Hospital and 
4 yJOTd  discnarged.  Queen's  Park  Hospital  receives  botti 
pulr.'ionary  and  non-puli'.':onary  cases,  and.  during  the  year  18  cases 
were  admitted,  and  i patients  were  discharged,  ^ 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  was  'Induced  in  10  cases  at  the 
Corporation  Hospital,  and  a total  of  238  refills  was  carried  out. 
Twenty-nine  cases  had  gold  therapy, _ 252  injections  being  given, 
i'r,3riggs  conducts  regular  Qrtho-paedic  Clinics  at  the 
Health  Depa.rtment , and  advised  upon  38  cases  of  bone  and  joint 
tuberculosis,  which  he  treated  as  necessary.  The  majority  of 
cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Lir. Briggs' 
beds  at  Queen's  Park  and  selected  cases  are  sent  to  -the  Robert 
Jones  Hospital,  Oswestry, 

A total  of  15  patients  received  Dental  Treatment  and 
necessitous  cases  requiring  artificial  dentures  have  bem  given 
financial  assistance. 


V E H E R E A L DISEASE  S 
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IIATIIRNITY  & CEILD  WELFARE 
ARTE-RATAL  CLIIIIC 

One  hundred  and  fifty  four  sessions  were  held,  at  which 
676  cases  made  2695  attendances.  There  were  72  cases  of 
abnormal  labour. 

POST-FATAL  CLINIC 

Thirt^r-seven  sessions  were  held,  and  53  cases  made  84 
attendances.  Forty-one  cases  were  abnormal, 

1:1  DRIVES 

Forty-five  ..j-dv/ives  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
during  the  year,  . Of  these, 32  remained  in  practice  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  ■.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  medical  aid  forms  were 
received, 

hIDRIVSS  ACT  , 1936 

During  the  year  the  uunicipal  Midwifery  service  dealt 
with  525  midwifery  cases  and  maternity  cases.  Ante-natal 
visits  numbered  3^74,  and  there  were  7842  visits  to  midwifery 
cases  and  102 7 visits  to  maternity  cases. 

SPRINGFIELD  liATERlTITY  HOME 

Three  hundred  and  twenry-nine  cases  were  admitted,  and 
the  average  duration  of  sta^r  was  14  days.  Three  hun  red  and 
ten  cases  were  delivered,  2l8  by  the  staff  and  92  by  doctors. 
There  was  one  materna.1  death  ’:due  to  obst retie  shock.  There 
were  11  stillbirths and  3 babies  died  within  10  days. 

Fifty-two  a re-natal  clinic  sessions  were  held,  and  114^ 
attendances  were  made  (210  first  visits,  and.  986  re-attendances) 
Five  cases  were  admitted  for  ante-natal  treatment, 

o.YEEN'5  p^r::  hospital 

Four  Imandred  and  ninety-nine  cases  were  admitted  during 
the  year,  and  the  average  d.urahion  of  stay  was  14  days.  Four 
hundred  e.nd  sixty-seven  cases  were  d^elivered,  43^  by  midi.wives 
and  31  ’ey  doctors.  There  were  3 maternal  deaths  from  (l)  Pul- 
monar;-^  embolism  and  retained  placenta.,  (2)  diabetic  coma  and 
Intestinal  paresis.  Forceps  delivery.  One  only  of  these 
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deaths,  that  from  intestinal  paresis,  was  a Borough  resident. 
There  were  35  stillbirths,  and  25  babies  died  within  10  days. 
PUZRPER.-.L  PYREXIA. 

Twelve  cases  v/ere  notified,  9 of  which  resided  in  the 
Borough,  Seven  cases  occurred  in  institutions.  'The  cases 
recovered  with  the  exception  of  one, 

EATERIh-iL  DEATHS 

Fifteen  deaths  occurred  due  to  or  associated  with 
childbirth.  Ten  of  them  were  in  respect  of  out-of-borough - 
cases  and  are  not  included  in  the  appended  analysis  which  covers 
only  Borough  residents. 

One  of  the  deaths  (septicaemia  and  septic  metritis)  might 
have  been  prevented  had  the  patient  followed  the  advice  given 
her  at  the  Clinic,  namely  to  have  in-patient  ante-natal  care 
and  to  remain  in  Hospital  for  her  confinement.  She  was  admittec 
to  Hospital,  discharged  at  her  own  request  and  delivered  at  home 
where  conditions  were  unsuitable. 

The  remaining  four  deaths  (two  from  sepsis,  onr  from 
intestinal  pa,resis  and  one  from  shock  following  manual  removal 
of  the  placenta)  were  probably  unavoidable, 


STILLBIRTHS 

ITinety-ninc  cases  of  stillbirth  were  notified,  82  af  whic 
^7ere  Borough  cases  and  I7  out  of  the  Borough, 

-I ^Q— i.in.T.-xLi  DEAT.iS 

Eighty  infants  died  v/ithin  two  months  of  birth. 

PREILvTURE  BIRTHS 

There  were  73  premature  infants  born  during  the  year. 

ii.Ta::tile  hortaLity 

During  the  year  there  were  100  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  yejjir  of  age.  This  figure  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rat€| 
of  per  1000  live  birtns  registered, 

Q?HTrLvL.lI/v  HL0'’.r.T0RUl. 

£ i :•  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  the  casesj 
'0 ::  :'Ve  red  W’  g t'.e  exception  of  one  child,  v/ho  died. 
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LIATERI'IITY  & CHILD  wSLFARE  CErTRE8 


Tliere  were  31292  attendances,  and  5017  consultations  with 
doctors. 

Expectant  mothers  made  666  attendances. 

DENTAL  TREAThEhT 

The  Dentists  held  103  sessions  for  Maternity  Cases,  at 
which  250  mothers  and  38  children  were  treated. 

HEALTH  VISITORS 

The  Health  Visitors  made  a total  of  21461  visi“^s  during 
the  year,  and  assisted  at  IZO?  Clinics. 

C.-iHiii  OF  iLLEGrlT .Li'.Li'i'E  CHIL DRJ-CN 

The  number  of  beds  at  Viewfield  Hostel  is  13 » 15 

cases  were  admitt  arid  10  discharged. 

SUPPLY  OF  MI:,V  TREE  QR  AT  LESS  THAN  COST  PRICE 

Three  hundred  a,nd  ehirty-one  new  cases  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  and  there  were  6.-1.  cases  on  the  boohs  at  the  end 
of  the  yea.r,  A total  of  30273  lbs.  of  dried  milh  was  supplied 
during  the  period  uncier  review, 
lUP^HT  LIE!  PROTECTION. 

Pour  hundred  and  sixtw-nine  new  cases  i^ere  notified 
during  the  year.  Two  ca.se s removed  out  of  the  Borough,  and 
60  returned  to  their  narents  or  relatives.  Twenty  three 
children  ceased  ro  be  boarded  out  leaving  388  on  the  register 
at  the  end  cf  the  year.  All  the  children  are  satisf e ctorily 
housed  and  cared  for, 

EURSINO  d MATERI^ITY  HOMES. 

Ho  ne"  Nursing  or  Maternity  Homos  were  opened  during 
the  year. 
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